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A word of caution before continuing: this is obviously a beautiful book, with attractive cover, excellent photo¬ 
graphs, and appealing content and information. Be very alert to the second sentence in the Preface: “But read¬ 
ers will find that from time to time we have taken a circuitous path that too easily voyages to the shores of other 
lands, that finds interest in plants that do not belong solely or even tenuously to the rainforest environment. 
that we are inclined to revisit natters that are worth retelling fron different perspectives, and that small portions o( 
related knowledge are given an airing in diverse quarters” (Italics mine.) 

If you are planning to use the excellent and diverse information given, be sure to keep a notebook and 

pen or pencil close at hand. Note page numbers and subject content for key information. You will find related 

comments and data scattered throughout the volume. It will save you much time and frustration if you have 

recorded locations of previous discussions of the same or related topics and can find them easily. Comparisons 
are not only help: il but occasionally unexpected. 

After the explanatory Introduction, the first chapter, “Flowers and pollination in lore and legend" was a 

bit unexpected but very informative. A nice addition, to be sure. The second chapter, “Categorising rainforest 

plants, is self-explanatory. Immediately following are 34 color photographs, beautifully proriding an over¬ 
view of plants and habitations. 


Chapters 3 through 9 are quite diverse in subject content. They cover a variety of helpful (and sometimes 
expected) topics. For example. Chapter 4 is entitled “Being a flower”—a relatively lengthy chapter; Chapter 
Introduction to breeding systems. Chapter b, “Spatial and temporal structure o rainforest: general mecha- 
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m uence on plant-pollinator relationships;” Chapter 8, “Pollination and the Australian flora;” and Chapter 9. 

ation s\ ndromes. w ho brings the flower children’ in rainforest?” The titles definitely catch one s atten- 
non. and each chapler obviously has been carefully researched, evaluated, and presented in specific detail 
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Australian rainforest covered about 8 million hectares; now only about 2 million hectares exist, mostly along 
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